
WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW WHERE YOU CAN FIND THIS INFORMATION REVISED 
ONCE 

R A G  
TWICE 

R A G  
THREE 

R A G  
FOUR 

R A G 

The language of the exam and 
style of questions 

Listening and Appraising Paper – there are past papers available as 
free downloadable pdfs on the Pearson Edexcel website : 
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-
gcses/music-2016.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=Pearson-
UK:Category%2FExam-materials 
 
BBC Bitesize – all aspects of the GCSE Music exam – Theory, Set 
Works, Composing and Performing 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/z6chkmn 

                

 SECTION A   
Questions about musical features of six of the eight set works, a 

dictation question (adding missing pitches, rhythms or chords) and a 
set of questions on a piece of unfamiliar music 

                

AoS 1  Instrumental Music 1700-1820 
Bach  Brandenburg Concerto 
no.5 in D minor  3rd movement 
 
Beethoven  Piano Sonata no. 8 
in C minor ‘Pathetique’  1st 
movement 
 

• Structure 

• Tonality and Harmony 

• Melody 

• Texture 

• Tempo, Metre, Rhythm 

• Dynamics  

• Instrumentation 

• Sonority (Timbre) 

• Context 
 
 
 
 

• Knowledge Organiser for each of the set works (hard copy in 
this folder) 

• Set Work Guides are available as free downloadable pdfs on 
the Edexcel website : 
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-
gcses/music2016.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:
Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-
learningmaterials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-
UK:Document-Type%2FGuide   

• Audio extracts of the set works : 
Bach : 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TyCAc4B0YO0&t=1s 
Beethoven : 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6omrf5tBskM 

• Reading for Meaning and question examples for grades 7, 8 
and 9 (hard copy in this folder) 

• Suggested Wider Listening, Writing a Section B Answer, Essay 
Structure Template (hard copy in this folder) 

• GCSE Music Revision Guide by Paul Terry    
ISBN13: 978-1785581687 
 

                

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/music-2016.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FExam-materials
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/music-2016.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FExam-materials
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/music-2016.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FExam-materials
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/z6chkmn
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/music2016.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learningmaterials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FGuide
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/music2016.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learningmaterials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FGuide
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/music2016.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learningmaterials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FGuide
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/music2016.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learningmaterials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FGuide
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/music2016.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learningmaterials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FGuide
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TyCAc4B0YO0&t=1s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6omrf5tBskM
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AoS 2  Vocal Music 

Purcell   Music for a While 
 
Queen  Killer Queen 
 

• Structure 

• Tonality and Harmony 

• Melody 

• Texture 

• Tempo, Metre, Rhythm 

• Dynamics  

• Instrumentation 

• Sonority (Timbre) 

• Context 

• Knowledge Organiser for each of the set works (hard copy in 
this folder) 

• Set Work Guides are available as free downloadable pdfs on 
the Edexcel website : 
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-
gcses/music2016.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:
Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-
learningmaterials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-
UK:Document-Type%2FGuide   

• Audio extracts of the set works : 
Purcell : https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BCy_uGGn7i0 
Queen : https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_1blB5e5J7c 

• Reading for Meaning and question examples for grades 7, 8 
and 9 (hard copy in this folder) 

• Suggested Wider Listening, Writing a Section B Answer, Essay 
Structure Template (hard copy in this folder) 

• GCSE Music Revision Guide by Paul Terry    
ISBN13: 978-1785581687 

                

AoS 3  Music for Stage and Screen 

Stephen Schwartz  ‘Defying 
Gravity’ from Wicked 
 
John Williams  ‘Main 
title/Rebel Blockade Runner’ 
from Star Wars: Episode IV A 
New Hope 
 

• Structure 

• Tonality and Harmony 

• Melody 

• Texture 

• Tempo, Metre, Rhythm 

• Dynamics  

• Instrumentation 

• Sonority (Timbre) 

• Context 

• Knowledge Organiser for each of the set works (hard copy in 
this folder) 

• Set Work Guides are available as free downloadable pdfs on 
the Edexcel website : 
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-
gcses/music2016.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:
Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-
learningmaterials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-
UK:Document-Type%2FGuide   

• Audio extracts of the set works : 

• Wicked : https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iBNEILSHW24 

• Star Wars : https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pBPmmZzLIKE 

• Reading for Meaning and question examples for grades 7, 8 
and 9 (hard copy in this folder) 

• Suggested Wider Listening, Writing a Section B Answer, Essay 
Structure Template (hard copy in this folder) 

• GCSE Music Revision Guide by Paul Terry    
ISBN13: 978-1785581687 

                

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/music2016.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learningmaterials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FGuide
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/music2016.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learningmaterials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FGuide
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/music2016.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learningmaterials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FGuide
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/music2016.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learningmaterials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FGuide
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/music2016.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learningmaterials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FGuide
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BCy_uGGn7i0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_1blB5e5J7c
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/music2016.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learningmaterials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FGuide
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/music2016.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learningmaterials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FGuide
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/music2016.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learningmaterials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FGuide
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/music2016.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learningmaterials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FGuide
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/music2016.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learningmaterials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FGuide
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iBNEILSHW24
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pBPmmZzLIKE


 

 SECTION B 
Essay style question – comparing a passage from a set work with a 

piece of unfamiliar music that belongs to the same genre as the area 
of study 

(WIDER LISTENING) 

                

How to apply the following 
elements of music to a piece of 
unfamiliar music : 

• Structure 

• Tonality and Harmony 

• Melody 

• Texture 

• Tempo, Metre, Rhythm 

• Dynamics  

• Instrumentation 

• Sonority (Timbre) 

• Context 

Examples of different pieces of music from each of the areas of study.  
These pieces can help you in understanding the genre/styles of music 
from the areas of study in a wider context and in appraising pieces of 
unfamiliar music (hard copy in this folder) 
 
Essay structure template (hard copy in this folder) 
 
Instructions on ‘Writing a Section B Answer’ (hard copy in this folder) 
Exemplar for ‘Writing a Section B Answer’ (hard copy in this folder) 
 
 
 

                


