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Reasons why you need to know these terms:
AO5- this is one of many ‘Assessment Objectives’ you will be tested on during your GCSEs in Year 11. AO5 requires you to: communicate clearly,
effectively and imaginatively, selecting and adapting tone, style and register for different forms, purposes and audiences. You are also requited to:
organise information and ideas, using structural and grammatical features to support coherence and cohesion of texts

AO6- is another Assessment Objective you will be tested on, this requires you to use a range of vocabulary and sentences structure for clarity,
purpose and effect, with accurate spelling and punctuation. This AO alone is worth 20% of your English Language GCSE.

(for more information on the Assessment Objectives for the AQA English Language GCSE please visit:
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-language-8700/scheme-of-assessment )
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Adjectives

More than one
adjective can
Adjectives are

describe a noun

words that tell us
more about a noun.

The complex question or a fearless, courageous hero
A
A

A

N

N

A
Underline the adjectives in the passage below:
It was a cold, dark evening in Murky Lane. A howling wind rushed between the leafless
trees and torrential rain ponded against the walls of the little cottages. Jittery roof
tiles began to rattle and creaking gates swung violently back and forth, crashing
against tired, old gateposts.

Add your own adjectives to the sentences below:
The _____________ sun shone brightly over the __________ valley and the
_________ cows stood munching the ________________ grass.

Write one sentence using all of the adjectives below:
silly

bossy

nasty

________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
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Nouns

There are different types of nouns
Nouns are words

you need to be aware of.

that name things

Concrete Nouns are names for things

tree

egg

dog

that you can see, touch, smell or hear

Abstract Nouns are names for ideas,
concepts or feelings
Collective Nouns are names for groups
of people or things

faith

love

honesty

a herd of cows a swarm of
bees

Underline the concrete nouns and circle the abstract nouns in the passage below.
There’s been so much excitement about going to the zoo. We’re all eager to see the lions
but we’re especially looking forward to seeing the monkeys. Ella has been scared of animals
since childhood though, so she’ll need to find some courage to come along.
Rewrite the sentences below by replacing the underlined nouns with your own nouns.
Everyone feels so much boredom about doing more drawings of flowers.
_______________________________________________________
The colony of ants moves really slowly along the path.
________________________________________________________
A group of wolves could be called a pack.

________________________________________________________
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Nouns

Proper Nouns function in the same way as a common noun, in that it is a person, place, idea
or thing. However a proper noun is CAPITALISED whether or not it is at the beginning of the
sentence. For example Thomas, Saturday and January are all examples of Proper Nouns.

Complete the table below by sorting the words in the box into the correct
columns:
February

pizza

hordes of barbarian’s

cartoons

Robert

bunch of grapes

piano
Australia

bouquet of flowers
Common \nouns

Proper Nouns

Collective Nouns

Circle the abstract nouns :
money

honesty

freedom
desire

curtain

gentleman

team
forgiveness

wealth
dream

cloud comfort
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A Noun Phrase

A noun phrase is a phrase that
plays the role of a noun. The
head word in a noun phrase will
be a noun.

In the examples below the whole noun phrase is shaded
and the head word is in bold.



I like singing in the bath.



I know the back streets.

Using the nouns listed below, turn these in to Noun Phrases:
Defence
_______________________________________________________________
Account
_______________________________________________________________
Name
_______________________________________________________________
Stupidity
______________________________________________________________
Universe
_______________________________________________________________
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Pronouns

1.

Pronouns

2.

Personal pronouns (these
are also called possessive
pronouns)

3.

Relative pronouns

4.

Possessive pronouns

A pronoun is a word that you use to replace a noun.
Steven Gerrard was a Liverpool player- Steven Gerard is the (Proper) Noun
He was a Liverpool player- The Noun has been replaced by the pronoun ‘he’
Another example…

The table was filthy- the table is the Noun
It was filthy- the Noun has been replaced by the pronoun ‘It’
Use the pronouns to finish the story. Use each pronoun once!

My dog Charlie hates going for walks along the path ________ runs by the
canal. When ________ walk there, he barks a lot, especially when he sees Mr
Lee, ________ Poodle then starts woofing back at us. After a while Mrs
Jones, _______ lives on a canal boat, always opens her window and shouts at
_______.

us

which

whose

who

we

Underline the pronouns in the sentences below.
1. Carrie decided to do it herself
2. Some stories are fictional, others are based on real life
3. The dog scratched itself when nobody was looking
4. The children tasted all of the cake but thought theirs were the best
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Relative pronouns
Relative pronouns are words like ‘who’ and ‘which’, they are used to join two
parts of a sentence together e.g. I saw the man who won the competition.
The relative pronouns are: which, who, whom, that and whose.
Please note that ‘whose’ is used as possessive and ‘whom’ is used as objective’ for
example ‘the boy who you met’ – the boy is the object, ‘The boy whose voice was
very loud’ is possessive as the voice belongs to the boy.

Use the relative pronouns to join these two clauses.
The boy……….. rang the bell
The dog ……… bark sounds like a cough
The castle ……… can be seen for miles around.
Mrs Hatcher……….. makes delicious cakes
I rode my bike, ………now has a flat tyre, all the way home.
Mrs Miggins, ……. owns a pie shop, is waiting outside.

Personal pronouns
Why would you use a personal pronoun in a

diary entry?
Personal pronouns are pronouns that
are associated primarily with a
particular person – first person (as I),
second person (as you), or third
person (as he, she, it).

………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………..…

Read the passage below and highlight the personal pronouns
Can you help me please? I am looking for the local bakery, I am sure it’s around here
somewhere. My Mum needs some bread for her sandwiches, if I don’t find the bakery, I
will be in trouble.
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Verbs

Verbs are doing words
E.g. the man digs with the
spade- the verb is ‘dig’ as this
is the active word in the
sentence.

Circle the words below which are verbs:
take

drive

computer

go

already

laugh

are

happy

builder

Write down whether the verbs in the sentences below are in the present, past or future
tense:
a) The sun shone for six hours………………………………
b) Rachel daydreams a lot…………………….
c) Amir loves his deck chair………………………….
d) We will win the lottery one day…………………….
e) I forgot to turn the TV off…………………….
f) Boris will lose the election………………….

Dynamic verbs- are verbs that are currently doing. For example the verb ‘swim’
becomes ‘swimming’ when it is a dynamic verb. Change the following verbs in to
dynamic verbs:
1) Run

………………………

2) Jump

………………………

3) Cycle

………………………

4) Fish

………………………

5) Die

………………………

6) Lay

………………………

7) Count

………………………

8) Be

………………………
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Adverbs
An adverb is word or phrase that adjusts the meaning of an

adjective, verb, or other adverb
 I carefully opened the door
 The game was terribly boring
 He played very badly
 I will surely go
 I will possibly go
They often end in ‘ly’ and can be used at the beginning of sentences
to vary your sentence structure.

Add your own adverbs to the sentences below:

1. Jarome……………. decided to book a holiday in Wales.
2. The girls……….. passed a note to the boys.
3. Mum and Dad are ……… pleased with me.
4. The test was ……… difficult.
5. I will ……… tell Katie the truth tomorrow.
6. The teacher shouted……………..at the class.

Write one sentence using the two adverbs below:
Probably

Really

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Subject and Object

A simple sentence has

A simple sentence also

a subject and a verb.

has an object. The

The subject is the

object comes after the

person or thing doing

verb. It has something

the verb. It usually

done to it by the verb.

comes first.

The cat

drinks

the juice

The verb usually comes after the subject

Circle the subject and underline the object in each of these sentences.
1. The fox crossed the road.
2. Hannah speaks to Sam calmly.
3. The cat chases the squirrel.
4. The gardener carried the plant pots.
5. Mary forgot her sunglasses again.
6. Uncle Joe bought a sandwich.
7. The bear hugged the tree.
8. Yesterday Ian read the newspaper.
9. The gardener carried the plant pots.
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Label the underlined parts of each sentence as either
subject, object or verb.
1. Harry sings pop songs.
2. The swimmer splashed the children.
3. The baker dropped the egg.
4. Stephen met Mr Potter.
5. Kathryn bought a dress.
6. The grocer shouted at Natalie.

Complete each sentence by writing in a subject or an object

Subject

………..……..wrote a newspaper article.

Object

Sian threw …………………. across the field.

Object

The teacher shouted at …………….

Subject

……………………. made a chessecake.

Object

Mrs Huckton broke …………………………

Subject

……………… climbed the tree.
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Subject and Object
Choose the correct word or phrase from the clouds to complete each sentence. Then
label the word you’ve added as subject, verb or object.

the
door

Mia

a bird

Drove
ate

Rob …………. to the airport.

A group of girls ………………… the ice cream.

…………………… built a nest in the tree.

Francesca opened …………………… nervously.

………………… doesn’t like Sam any more.
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Active and Passive Voice
Active voice describes a sentence where the subject performs the action stated by
the verb. In passive voice sentences, the subject is acted upon by the verb.

In active sentences, the
subject of the sentence
does something to the

Anna plays
the violin

object

The violin
was played
by Anna

In passive sentences,
something is done to the
subject

In the boxes write ‘A’ for the active sentence and ‘P’ for the passive ones.

1. The Queen wears a crown.
2. The room was tidied by Tom.
3. The balloon was filled with air.
4. Martha tried to catch it.
5. Brian bought a new car.
6. Nick was pushed by Cameron.
7. The chicken crossed the road.
8. The leaf was blown in the wind.
9. Amy wore a red dress.
10. The speech was made by Tony.

11. My Dad was awarded a medal.
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Active and Passive Voice
Unscramble the words in each box to write a passive
sentence

David

letter

by

the

signed

was

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Men

the

delivered

was

the

by

sofa

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Antonio

with

was

a

hit

pillow

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Rewrite each sentence, changing it from active to passive

Example
Katie heard the bell.

Auntie Pam hugged Ellie.

The bell was heard by Katie.

……………………………………...
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Paul found Fiona in the garden.

Lizzie picked up Ruby and Olivia.

……………………………………...

……………………………………...

The postman shouted at the dog.
……………………………………...

Charlie was made to tidy his room.
……………………………………...

Active and Passive Voice
Underline all of the passive sentences in this passage.

The first match was won by Lonsdale Lions. However, Tappleby Tigers then
signed the Lions’ star player. The Lions were defeated by the Tigers in the
second game. The Tigers won the trophy and celebrated with a big party.
During the party, the trophy was stolen by a magpie. Thankfully, the police
caught the magpie. The trophy was returned to the Tigers by PC Harley.

Now rewrite the passive sentences as active sentences.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Write ‘A’ next to the active sentences and ‘P’ next to the
passive ones. Then, label the underlined parts of each sentence
as either subject or object.

EXAMPLE: Ian plays the piano.

A

The piano =

Object

a) Toby was given the letter.

Toby = …….….

b) The ball was thrown.

The ball = ………..

c) Pete fixed the window.

The window = ………….

d) The cake was eaten by Jo.

The cake = ……..….

e) The dog sniffed the acorns.

The dog = …………….

Main clause and Subordinate clause/Subordinate sentence

A main clause has a subject and a verb, and makes a sentence
on its own. For example: Tom played squash.

A subordinate clause gives extra information BUT doesn’t make
a sentence on its own. For example: Matt went for a walk while
it was sunny outside. This part of the sentence doesn’t make a
sentence on its own BUT when it is coupled with a main clause,
it does.
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Write ‘M’ for a main clause or ‘S’ for a subordinate clause next
to the clauses underlined below.
1. Mary ate lots of popcorn while she watched the film.
2. We like pizza, but we love lasagne most of all.
3. I think my teacher is secretly a spy, although I’m not sure.
4. I’m going out, and I won’t be back until after dinner.
5. If we leave now, we’ll be back in time for Lucy’s party.

Underline the main clause in each of these sentences- remember
a main clause must make sense in its own.
1. While looking through the window, Sophie saw the BFG.
2. Tom saw the maid when she came through the door.
3. Grandma said I could go out to play if I finished my homework.
4. Although it was late, Sean watched the film.
5. Mr. Smith bought the paper when he was on the train

Main clause and Subordinate clause/Subordinate sentence

Now underline the subordinate clause in each of the sentences below.
1. When he had finished washing the dishes, Lee sat down.
2. She felt sad whenever she saw the picture.
3. If you eat all your dinner, you can have an ice cream.
4. Steven was brushing his teeth while his sister was brushing her hair.
5. Ryan got a prize although he was last in the race.

18

When we put a subordinate clause and a main clause together
we have a complex sentence.
Main clause + Subordinate clause = a subordinated sentence
Using the space below, write 5 of your own subordinated
sentences. Make sure you label the Main clause ‘M’ and the
subordinate clause ‘S’

……………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………….…………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………….
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Relative Clause
A relative clause is a fancy way of describing a clause that is
joined by a relative pronoun. We have looked at relative
pronouns in this booklet before. They are words such as: which,
that and who.
For example: I bought a car which had red wheels

Main Clause

Relative Clause

Underline the relative clause in the sentences below:
1. I'm looking for a secretary who can use a computer well.
2. She has a son who is a doctor.
3. We bought a house that is 200 years old.
4. I sent a letter that arrived three weeks later.

Add a suitable relative clause to complete the sentences below:
I looked at Caroline, ……………………..................... and ran.
Liam read the sign, …………………………………….., very slowly.
We went to the shop, …………………………………………with
Shaun.
He met Sasha, …………………………………………, last year.
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Subordinating Conjunction
Conjunction

Conjunctions

Because

If

Wherever

So that

When

After

As

As if

Since

Until

Where

In case

Although

As soon as

That

Than

1.
2.

Underline the Subordinating Conjunction in the sentences below:


Louisa will wash the sink full of her dirty dishes once her roommate
Shane cleans his stubble and globs of shaving cream from the
bathroom sink.



Because her teeth were chattering in fear, Lynda clenched her jaw
muscle while waiting for her turn to audition.


Re-write
these sentences with the subordinating conjunction at the start of the
sentence:
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Write a sentence about each picture using a subordinating
conjunction…

……………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………
………

……………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………
………

……………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………
………

……………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………
………
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Prepositions

Another example… words in
BOLD are prepositions.



The book about the wizard



The book by the wizard



The book near the wizard



The book behind the wizard



The book under the wizard

Use the prepositions in the box below to fill in the gaps in this passage. You can only
use each preposition once.
To begin your tour of Garrenberg, you need to first head to……………… the city centre. The quickest way to
get to the centre is to go via the marketplace. Walking through the marketplace can be hectic, and you need
to watch out for pickpockets, who are often hidden ………… the crowds.
Alternatively you could take a longer walk and go around the outside of the city walls. ………. 13 and 16AD,
a horde of barbarians launched an attack …….. the city, which was responsible for much of the damage that
is visible today.
If you have time, you should look ……….. the palace, and visit the royal chapel, where the royal tombs are
buried right……….. your feet. Walk …….. the chapel square to find the palace café, which is open from 104pm ………… the day, and from 6pmn-9pm in the evening.
………..…. The palace gates, the city’s main shopping street is ……. Easy reach. Here you can buy postcards,
souvenirs and local produce. Or you might like to climb……. A boat and enjoy a city cruise………….. The
River Mo.

Opposite, between, during, towards, abroad, across, around, beneath, amongst, against, within, along

23

24

CO-ORDINATING CONJUNCTIONS
Conjunctions are words or phrases that join two sentences or two
parts of a sentence. They help your writing to flow smoothly, which is
called cohesion.
He didn’t want it. I ate it myself. It was delicious. – this doesn’t
flow very well
He didn’t want it, so I ate it myself and it was delicious. – this flows
much better.
An easy way to remember what coordinating conjunctions are, use the
acronym, FANBOYS.

FOR
AND
NOR
BUT
OR

A Subordinating conjunction can be used at the
beginning which is an easy way of remembering
the type of conjunction for instance although:

Although I went to the shop I didn’t buy
anything,
I went to the shop although I didn’t by anything.

YET
SO

Fill the gaps in this passage with the co-ordinating conjunctions below to
improve its cohesion. Only use each conjunction once.
We’re learning to grow fruits and vegetables……………… we have a new
garden at school. Mr Beeman let us plant potatoes……………. We haven’t
done it before, …………… Miss Evans says we can plant some
carrots…………. We have time, ………..we’re getting the soil ready.
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‘SO’ as an exception.
‘So’ can be either a coordinating or a subordinating conjunction, depending on the

meaning of the sentence.

‘So’ as a subordinating conjunction.

‘So’ as a coordinating conjunction.

When ‘so’ means ‘so that’ (showing purpose), it
becomes a subordinating conjunction, as in the
following examples:

When it shows the effect of a cause, ‘so’
becomes a coordinating conjunction:

So I’ll know you received the gift, will you send me
an email, please?

I have some ice-cream, so I am happy.

(Test this out by seeing whether you can turn the
sentence around: Please will you send me an email
so I’ll know you received the gift?)

John bought some ice-cream, so Mary did
as well.

I have set you some homework, so you can practise
this.

Rewrite the passage below by adding some conjunctions to make
it flow better.
We’re building a house. We need more room. Dad says I can
watch.
I have to be careful. It can be dangerous.
……………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………..…
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CO-ORDINATED SENTENCES
Two independent/simple sentences are joined using a coordinating conjunction.
Jo likes eggs and Rachel likes ham.
Simple sentence + Co-ordinated conjunction + simple sentence =

CO-ORDINATED SENTENCES
(Each simple sentence MUST be able to make sense on its own)

Underline the co-ordinated conjunction in each sentence THEN
using a highlighter, highlight the two simple sentences.



She did not cheat on the test, for it was not the right thing to do.



I think I will buy the red car, or I will lease the blue one.



I really want to go to work, but I am too sick to drive.



I am counting my calories, yet I really want dessert.



He ran out of money, so he had to stop playing poker.



They got there early, and they got really good seats.



There was no ice cream in the freezer, nor did they have money to go
to the store.



Everyone was busy, so I went to the movie alone.

Are the sentences below co-ordinated sentences? Put a tick
next to the ones you think ARE coordinating sentences.
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I would have gotten the promotion, but my attendance wasn’t good
enough.



Should we start class now, or should we wait for everyone to get here?



It was getting dark, and we weren’t there yet.



Cats are good pets, for they are clean and are not noisy.



We have never been to Asia, nor have we visited Africa.



He didn’t want to go to the dentist, yet he went anyway.

Over to you…
Write 10 of your own co-ordinated sentences.

1.

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

2. …………………………………………………………………………………………………
3. …………………………………………………………………………………………………
4. …………………………………………………………………………………………………
5. …………………………………………………………………………………………………
6. …………………………………………………………………………………………………
7. …………………………………………………………………………………………………
8. …………………………………………………………………………………………………
9. …………………………………………………………………………………………………
10. ………………………………………………………………………………………………

28

Linking paragraphs with Adverbials

Adverbial phrases tell you how,
when, where or how often something
happens. They can be used to link
sentences and paragraphs together.

I love sledging. In contrast, my best friend prefers skiing.
The adverbial phrase helps these sentences to flow. This is called
cohesion.

Underline the adverbial phrases in this passage.
I do chores four times a week. Despite this, my sister gets more pocket
money than me. Of course, if her chores were harder it would be fair. After
all, I do the same jobs as her, and I do them better. For example, I make
sure I was up properly. My sister, on the other hand, makes a mess of it!

Circle the best word or phrase from the brackets to complete each
paragraph.
There are many reasons why we need to have P.E lessons in school.
(Firstly/However), it’s important to keep healthy by doing regular exercise. It
would be great for everyone to have the opportunity to keep fit. (In
contrast/In addition), sport can be really good fun. There are lots of different
things to try and there is something out there for everyone. (For
example/Despite this), some people think that sport isn’t as important as
other subjects. They think P.E. lessons are a waste of time. (After a while/
However), I think that we need a balanced school day, both inside and
outside the classroom.
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Sentence purpose
The term ‘sentence purpose’ refers to the function of
sentences. There are four main types:

Each lesson lasts an hour.

Declarative sentence makes a statement
– it tells us things.

An interrogative sentence asks questions. It

Why are you doing that?

ends with a question mark.

An imperative sentence gives orders,

Add the egg to the mixture.

directives or commands. These sentences

Help!

sometimes end with an exclamation mark and

Look out!

sometimes with a full stop.

Keep quiet, please.

An exclamatory sentence exclaims
something – it conveys strong emotion
and ends with an exclamation mark.

How beautiful!
What a pity!
Phew!

Sometimes the form, or type, of sentence does not necessarily match its function. In
these cases, your guide should be to work out the underlying meaning: what the
writer is intending to say. Here are some examples:
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The following is a declarative sentence: You’ve got something you want to

say.
However, if it is spoken with a rising intonation, it turns into an interrogative
sentence: You’ve got something you want to say?

This can sometimes tell us a lot about the personality of the questioner; if
they ask a lot of questions in this way, you may wonder whether they are
really asking or, in fact, telling. This could indicate an overbearing
personality, for example.

Rhetorical questions are classed as interrogative sentences although they do
not require an answer from the listener:

Who cares? (Meaning, “I don’t care.”)
How should I know? (Meaning, “I don’t know.”)

Another type of interrogative sentence is formed by using a tag question.
This is where the question part is ‘tagged’ onto the end of a statement, as
in:

But you’re OK, right?
You won’t really do that, will you?

An imperative sentence can sometimes look like a question, but not
require a question mark as it does not really require an answer: Will you

all please stand up. (This does not need a question mark as it is
actually giving a command.)
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Group each the following sentences into one of the four types: declarative,
interrogative, imperative or exclamatory.



The referee’s fairness and impartiality were impressive.



You’ve spoken to him?



How disgusting!



Meg hasn’t spoken to you yet, has she?



Check your mirrors before indicating.



What’s the time?



Can you keep the noise down, please.



Can I help you with that?



No more, thank you.



On my way to school, I saw a squirrel.



What a horrible mess!



Don’t do that!



Mind the gap.



How many times do I have to tell you the same thing?



I know!



I know.

In the space below, write out:
1. Two declarative sentences.
2. Two interrogative sentences.
3. Two imperative sentences.
4. Two exclamatory sentences.
5. Two rhetorical questions.
6. Two interrogative sentences formed by tag questions.
7. Two sentences that may be either questions or statements (interrogative or
declarative), depending upon whether they end in a question mark or a full stop.
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The following is an extract from ‘A Tale of Two Cities’ by Charles Dickens.
Using four different colours for declarative, interrogative, imperative and
exclamatory, identify all the sentences.

"What o'clock do you make it, Joe?"
"Ten minutes, good, past eleven."
"My blood!" shouted the vexed coachman, "and not atop of Shooter's yet!
Tst! Yah! Get on with you!"
The emphatic horse, cut short by the whip in a most decided negative, made
a decided scramble for it, and the three other horses followed suit. Once more,
the Dover mail struggled on, with the jack-boots of its passengers squashing
along by its side. They had stopped when the coach stopped, and they kept
close company with it. If any one of the three had had the hardihood to propose
to another to walk on a little ahead into the mist and darkness, he would have
put himself in a fair way of getting shot instantly as a highwayman.
The last burst carried the mail to the summit of the hill. The horses stopped
to breathe again, and the guard got down to skid the wheel for the descent,
and open the coach-door to let the passengers in.
"Tst! Joe!" cried the coachman in a warning voice, looking down from his
box.
"What do you say, Tom?"
They both listened.
"I say a horse at a canter coming up, Joe."
"I say a horse at a gallop, Tom," returned the guard, leaving his hold of the
door, and mounting nimbly to his place. "Gentlemen! In the king's name, all of
you!"
With this hurried adjuration, he cocked his blunderbuss, and stood on the
offensive.
The passenger booked by this history, was on the coach-step, getting in; the
two other passengers were close behind him, and about to follow. He remained
on the step, half in the coach and half out of; they remained in the road below
him. They all looked from the coachman to the guard, and from the guard to
the coachman, and listened. The coachman looked back and the guard looked
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back, and even the emphatic leader pricked up his ears and looked back, without
contradicting.
The stillness consequent on the cessation of the rumbling and labouring of
the coach, added to the stillness of the night, made it very quiet indeed. The
panting of the horses communicated a tremulous motion to the coach, as if it
were in a state of agitation. The hearts of the passengers beat loud enough
perhaps to be heard; but at any rate, the quiet pause was audibly expressive
of people out of breath, and holding the breath, and having the pulses quickened
by expectation.
The sound of a horse at a gallop came fast and furiously up the hill.
"So-ho!" the guard sang out, as loud as he could roar. "Yo there! Stand! I
shall fire!"
The pace was suddenly checked, and, with much splashing and floundering, a
man's voice called from the mist, "Is that the Dover mail?"
"Never you mind what it is!" the guard retorted. "What are you?"
"Is that the Dover mail?"
"Why do you want to know?"
"I want a passenger, if it is."
"What passenger?"
"Mr. Jarvis Lorry."
Our booked passenger showed in a moment that it was his name. The guard,
the coachman, and the two other passengers eyed him distrustfully.
"Keep where you are," the guard called to the voice in the mist, "because,
if I should make a mistake, it could never be set right in your lifetime.
Gentleman of the name of Lorry answer straight."
"What is the matter?" asked the passenger, then, with mildly quavering
speech. "Who wants me? Is it Jerry?"
("I don't like Jerry's voice, if it is Jerry," growled the guard to himself. "He's
hoarser than suits me, is Jerry.")
"Yes, Mr. Lorry."
"What is the matter?"
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SYNONYM AND ANTONYMS

Synonyms are

Antonyms are

words that mean

words that mean

the same thing:

the opposite to
each other: loud

glad and happy/

and quiet short and

small and little

tall

Draw lines to match the words below that mean the opposite.
Front
Hot
Big
Dry
Black

White
Cold
Back
Small
Wet

Circle the correct synonyms in the sentence below:
Marvin feels drowsy- he’s just so alert/ sleepy today.
They live in a huge house- it’s simply enormous/tiny.
The party was quite rowdy- people kept saying how noisy/quiet it was.

Something a little more challenging…
Can you think of two synonyms for the following words?
(You can use a Thesaurus to help if you need to)
Nice

……………………………………………………………………………….

Good
Hot

……………………………………………………………………………….
……………………………………………………………………………….

Eager
Detach

……………………………………………………………………………….
……………………………………………………………………………….
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HOMOPHONES
Homophones are words that sound (phones) the same (Homo).
For example: I like to go swimming on Saturday/ I have something in my eye.

Choose the correct homophone for each sentence below.
1. I like to _______________ in my journal each day. Write/right
2. She made a wish and _______________ hard! Blue/blew
3. My soccer team _______________ the game today! One/won
4. There is only one more _______________ left. Week/weak
5. I had a large _______________ of pumpkin pie. Piece/peace
6. Let’s _______________ the marbles using this scale.
Way/weigh
7. Close one _______________ and read the chart. Eye/I
8. Do you _______________ if they are here yet? Know/no
9. I will be _______________ years old in two days. Eight/ate
10. The black _______________ grabbed a fish to eat. Bare/bear

Some more examples of homophones:
Write a sentences using each of these homophones:
Suggestion- if you are KS4 i.e. Year 10 and 11- please do not complete the
green ones. KS3 are to complete all.

1. base…………………………………………………………………………….
2. bass…………………………………………………………………………….
3. awe …………………………………………………………………………….
4. oar…………………………………………………………………………….
5. plain …………………………………………………………………………….
6. plane…………………………………………………………………………….
7. maize…………………………………………………………………………….
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8. maze…………………………………………………………………………….
9. pane …………………………………………………………………………….
10.

pain………………………………………………………………………

11.

hear………………………………………………………………………

12.

here………………………………………………………………………

13.

ewe………………………………………………………………………

14.

you……………………………………………………………………

15.

which………………………………………………………………………

16.

witch………………………………………………………………………

17.

waste…………………………………………………………………..

18.

waist……………………………………………………………………

19.

who’s………………………………………………………………………

20.

whose…………………………………………………………………

21.

wear………………………………………………………………………

22.

where……………………………………………………………………

23.

pray……………………………………………………………………

24.

prey………………………………………………………………………

25.

hoarse……………………………………………………………………

26.

horse……………………………………………………………………

27.

course……………………………………………………………………

28.

coarse……………………………………………………………………

29.

morning……………………………………………………………………

30.

mourning………………………………………………………………

31.

air…………………………………………………………………………

32.

heir………………………………………………………………………

33.

no………………………………………………………………………

34.

know………………………………………………………………………

35.

saw………………………………………………………………………

36.

sore………………………………………………………………………

37.

their……………………………………………………………………

38.

there……………………………………………………………………
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39.

they’re……………………………………………………………………

40.

four……………………………………………………………………

41.

for………………………………………………………………………

42.

fore……………………………………………………………………

43.

missed……………………………………………………………………

44.

mist………………………………………………………………………

45.

sort………………………………………………………………………

46.

sought……………………………………………………………………

47.

leased……………………………………………………………………

48.

least………………………………………………………………………

49.

cell………………………………………………………………………

50.

sell………………………………………………………………………

51.

buy…………………………………………………………………………

52.

by…………………………………………………………………………

53.

overseas…………………………………………………………………

54.

oversees…………………………………………………………………

55.

tied………………………………………………………………………

56.

tide………………………………………………………………………

57.

find………………………………………………………………………

58.

fined………………………………………………………………………

59.

weak………………………………………………………………………

60.

week………………………………………………………………………

61.

peace……………………………………………………………………

62.

piece………………………………………………………………………

63.

hour………………………………………………………………………

64.

our…………………………………………………………………………

65.

groan………………………………………………………………………

66.

grown……………………………………………………………………

67.

aisle………………………………………………………………………

68.

I’ll…………………………………………………………………………

69.

real………………………………………………………………………
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70.

reel………………………………………………………………………

71.

weather…………………………………………………………………

72.

whether…………………………………………………………………

73.

kernel……………………………………………………………………

74.

colonel……………………………………………………………………

75.

your………………………………………………………………………

76.

you’re……………………………………………………………………

77.

passed…………………………………………………………………….

78.

past………………………………………………………………………

79.

tea…………………………………………………………………………

80.

tee…………………………………………………………………………

81.

chili………………………………………………………………………

82.

chilly………………………………………………………………………

83.

way………………………………………………………………………

84.

whey………………………………………………………………………

85.

weigh………………………………………………………………………

86.

steel………………………………………………………………………

87.

steal………………………………………………………………………

88.

toe…………………………………………………………………………

89.

tow………………………………………………………………………

90.

write………………………………………………………………………

91.

right………………………………………………………………………

92.

raw……………………………………………………………………

93.

roar………………………………………………………………………

94.

knight……………………………………………………………………

95.

night………………………………………………………………………

96.

made………………………………………………………………………

97.

maid……………………………………………………………………

98.

him…………………………………………………………………………

99.

hymn………………………………………………………………………

100.

side………………………………………………………………………
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101.

sighed……………………………………………………………………

102.

discussed…………………………………………………………………

103.

disgust……………………………………………………………………

104.

sight………………………………………………………………………

105.

site………………………………………………………………………

106.

read………………………………………………………………………

107.

red…………………………………………………………………………

108.

heal……………………………………………………………………….

109.

heel………………………………………………………………………

110.

he’ll………………………………………………………………………

111.

seen……………………………………………………………………

112.

scene………………………………………………………………………

113.

war………………………………………………………………………

114.

wore………………………………………………………………………

115.

flew………………………………………………………………………

116.

flu…………………………………………………………………………

117.

flee………………………………………………………………………

118.

flea………………………………………………………………………

119.

rose………………………………………………………………………

120.

rows………………………………………………………………………

121.

paced……………………………………………………………………

122.

paste………………………………………………………………………

123.

whole……………………………………………………………………

124.

hole………………………………………………………………………

125.

sail…………………………………………………………………………

126.

sale………………………………………………………………………

127.

sea…………………………………………………………………………

128.

see…………………………………………………………………………

129.

we’d………………………………………………………………………

130.

weed………………………………………………………………………

131.

not…………………………………………………………………………

40

132.

knot………………………………………………………………………

133.

it’s…………………………………………………………………………

134.

its…………………………………………………………………………

135.

warn………………………………………………………………………

136.

worn………………………………………………………………………

137.

laps………………………………………………………………………

138.

lapse………………………………………………………………………

139.

feat………………………………………………………………………

140.

feet………………………………………………………………………

141.

knew………………………………………………………………………

142.

new………………………………………………………………………

143.

tense………………………………………………………………………

144.

tents……………………………………………………………………

145.

patience…………………………………………………………………

146.

patients…………………………………………………………………

147.

meat………………………………………………………………………

148.

meet………………………………………………………………………

149.

board………………………………………………………………………

150.

bored………………………………………………………………………
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APOSTROPHES OF OMISSION/CONTRACTION

Part of what can make language more informal is the way we join words
together rather than using the full words. Apostrophes are placed where
letters or groups of letters have been missed out, for example:
I’m – the apostrophe has been put in where the letter ‘a’ would go (N.B. It
is just coincidence that here it is also where the two words join together, so
remember it is where the letters go missing that is the issue!)
Shouldn’t – the apostrophe replaces the missing ‘o’ of not.

Put the apostrophes in the words below and write the full version
alongside:

1. cant
2. Id
3. its
4. shant
5. hed
6. shes
7. wont
8. havent
9. mightve
10. weve
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Add apostrophes where needed into the passage below (there should
be 18!):
Dont you think were doing our best? Weve been working since nine oclock and Harrys
made twelve and even Ive made seven. Ive a mind to tell Dad. Youre never satisfied
– “You mustnt do this, you havent done that!” Well go on strike – thats what well
do, and then whered you be? Its time for action and were taking it. Heres your spade
and theres the mixture.

Apostrophes of Possession When we want to show that something
belongs to someone, we need to use apostrophes and part of their job is to
help make clear how many people own something.
E.g. Without the apostrophe in this sentence, we don’t know whether there is
one boy who has lots of books or lots of boys who have the books!
The boys books were on the table.
To help make this clear we move the apostrophe so it is usually ‘s for
singular and s’ for plurals.
The boy’s books were on the table. [This would be one boy]
The boys’ books were on the table. [This would be more than one boy]
If we already know that the word is plural because the word itself changes
to show this (e.g. man becomes men) then it stays ‘s as we don’t need the
apostrophe to tell us it’s plural:
E.g. The men’s hats were all blue.
Basically, if you ask yourself the question ‘Who does it belong to?’ the
apostrophe goes at the end of whatever word your answer is:
E.g. The five boys books were red.
‘Who does it belong to?’ answer = the boys, therefore apostrophe after the
‘s’.
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The five boys’ books were red.
Finally, the word ‘it’s’ will always mean ‘it is’ – if you use its as a
possessive pronoun, it doesn’t need to show possession as it’s already
possessive!
E.g. It’s time for its service and MOT.

Add apostrophes as needed to show possession below:
1. Julies mother left her purse at the grocers shop.
2. Mary Annes sold ladies clothing.
3. The boys tent was in their uncles garden.
4. Johns father lost a days pay when he went on strike.
5. Alans familys holiday this year is to a friends house in Frances capital,
Paris.
6. The ladys hat was blown away by a strong gust of wind.
7. All of the elephants tusks had been used for making ivory trinkets.
8. The dogs teeth were all bared as the pack moved in for the kill.
9. The ladies gloves were kept on the ground floor of the shop.
10. The chairs legs were wobbly and its paint was peeling off.
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COLONS
A colon is a piece of punctuation that looks like this:
What are its uses?
Colons can be used to introduce a list or an explanation.

OUR PLAYGROUND HAS LOTS OF THINGS: A SLIDE, A ROUNDABOUT AND
SWINGS.

In an explanation, the first part is explained by the second part.
I’M SO TIRED: I DIDN’T SLEEP LAST NIGHT.

The part before the colon must always be a main clause.

Can you add colons into the correct places in these sentences?
1. When considering the debate over meat eating, I agree with the commonly
held view vegetables have life.
2. You will need these items a pen, pencil, notepad and screwdriver.
3. Now carry out the following turn the lid to the left, press the blue button
and run.
4. The jury had finally reached their verdict guilty.
5. The poem touches upon our common experience “Life and love are hard,
take care the way you play each card.”
6. When the police searched the body they found an amazing selection of
curiosities two lizards, a red jelly, a jar of marmite and some chewing gum.
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Now write a sentence of your own showing a correctly used colon for
each different use.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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SEMI-COLONS
A semi-colon is a piece of punctuation that looks like this;
What are its uses?
Semi-colons can separate long phrases or clauses in a list.
This is usually when there are other punctuation marks in the items.

At the vets I saw three tiny, ginger cats;
two dogs, both with broken legs; and a

Unlike the commas, you need a semicolon before the last item.

long-haired rabbit.

Semi-colons can also join two clauses in a sentence instead of a
conjunction. They both have to be a main clause, equally important and about
the same thing.

Jake hated the film; Helena thought
it was brilliant.
Can you add semi colons in the correct places in these sentences?
1. It was a terrible sight: two children curled up in the corner the furniture in
fragments a man leaning against the door others standing silent.
2. Skateboarding is enjoyed by many girls and boys they hold no fear of its
dangers.
3. I suggest you equip yourself with the following: a bar of dark chocolate for
energy three dragonflies to carry messages a pigeon to keep a lookout from
the rooftops a compass to keep us on the right track.
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4. The lane was empty it seemed almost too quiet.
5. I had no idea how to proceed I was the new kid on the block.
6. Finally our reasons against lengthening are as follows: many pupils will get
tired they will not be able to attend after school clubs teacher may demand
extra pay and it would affect television schedules.

Now write a sentence of your own showing each type of colon being
used correctly
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________
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DISCOURSE MARKERS

Discourse markers are words or phrases which connect, organise and
structure what we say or write. They help us to “signpost” the
structure of our writing.
There are many different types of discourse markers – they could be
used for sequencing, adding information, providing examples, showing
cause and effect, comparing or contrasting, or emphasising ideas.
Adding

Sequencing

Comparing

Contrasting

information

Providing

Showing

Emphasising

examples

cause and

ideas

effect
And

First, second,

Similarly

Whereas

For example

Because

Above all

Also

third

Likewise

Instead of

Such as

So

In particular

As well as

Finally

As with

On the other

For instance

Therefore

Especially

Moreover

Next

Like

hand

In the case

Thus

Significantly

Furthermore

Meanwhile

Equally

Alternatively

of

Consequently

Indeed

Additionally

After

In the same

Otherwise

As revealed

Hence

Notably

Too

Then

way

Conversely

by

Unlike

As

Subsequently

illustrated by

Write about your journey to school, including as many discourse markers
as you can.
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BRACKETS

Brackets are always used in pairs.
Round brackets (in American English called parentheses) are
used to enclose extra information added to the sentence, but
without which the sentence would still make complete sense.
e.g. Tallulah handed her gift (a red apple) to the teacher.
This could have been written using commas:
e.g. Tallulah handed her gift, a red apple, to the teacher.
What, then, is the difference? Very little, but information in brackets
is thought to be less important than information enclosed with
commas.

Examples of correctly used brackets may illustrate the point.


William Shakespeare (1564-1616) is our most famous
playwright.



I enclose my cheque for £14.00 (fourteen pounds).



They were a party to the North Atlantic Treaty
Organisation (NATO).

Punctuation goes outside the bracket not inside:
e.g. Sean (14), Sally (15) and Ravi (12) were the first to arrive
(at 12.30).

Use brackets sparingly. Too many of them, like the dash, can
lead to disjointed writing.
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Rewrite each of these sentences, adding a pair of brackets to
each one.
1. The ship a cruise liner left at nine o’clock.

2. Martin Victoria’s husband is a professional artist.

3. The snow six feet deep meant we stayed at home.

4. Alan rushed into the café he was desperate for a drink.

Complete each of these sentences by writing something in the gaps
between the brackets.
1. The school trip (

) was a disaster.

2. Wendy and Bob were very tired (
3. The farmers (
4. Mike’s bedroom (

).
) went on holiday.
) is pretty small.
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DASHES
In formal writing it is much better to use brackets or commas to enclose
information additional to the main part of the sentence. However, the dash
can be a useful punctuation mark if used sparingly and for a very specific
purpose.



The dash can give an impression of informality so if that is your
intention, use it.

E.g. Hi there everyone! It’s me – your hostess with the
mostest!
2. Dashes can also convey a sense of urgency.

E.g. I’ll be waiting for you – don’t be late – don’t forget
your passport – at the station.
3. Dashes are also useful when writing direct speech to show

uncertainty or hesitancy.

E.g. “I won’t – er – that is – I’ll try not to,” she
spluttered.

Put a tick next to the sentences that have used a dash correctly and
put a cross next to the ones that haven’t.



The house was dark- there were no lights on.



Pedro needed- to find the exit quickly.



Everyone was going- to the match last night.



Helen bought three bags of fruit- the apples looked delicious.
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Complete each sentence by using a dash to separate two
clauses.


Richard stopped suddenly…………………………………………….…



Mike and Simon missed the bus……………………………………….



The crocodile was hungry…………………………………………….…

Add the dashes to the following sentences.


Edward Lee our politically passionate mayor is running for
office again.



He will make a great mayor he thinks.



Will he can he win the election without the Hispanic vote?



The reasons if these walls could talk are many.



Edward Lee father, actor, businessman, and mayor is running
for office again.



Food, dry clothes, water and cell phone everything is packed!



There was only one thing left to do leave!



His campaign is ready everything is in place.
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Determiners
A determiner is a word that goes in front of a noun and any of its
adjectives, and helps to give it some definition. Determiners can
include numbers or pronouns such as five, some, this, whose.

An easy way to spot a determiner is look at what word is before the
noun. Remember the Noun is a part of speech that denotes a person,
animal, place, thing or idea.

Three foxes crept down the street

Determiner
Determiner

You can also have something called POSSESSIVE DETERMINERSthey tell you who or what something belongs to.
It was my idea to have a party.
I think her hair is purple now.
Our house is in the middle of the street.

The final type of determiners are the INTERROGATIVE
DETERMINERS. These are part of a question, and are also positioned
in front of a noun.


Which concert shall we attend?
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What drink would you like?



Whose shoes are these?

Highlight and label the determiners in these statements.
1. What time shall we go to bed tonight?
2. The surfboard belonged to Marcus.
3. I think we should watch a film, which film would you like to
watch?
4. The tree in my garden is overgrown.
5. Similarly I really like her jumper.
6. I think he is Lisa’s boyfriend.
7. The cat sat on the very large mat next to the glass door.
8. There is a little old lady in that house.
9. She does not have many friends.
10. Our friends are going on holiday to Ibiza next year.
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