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What is it like to attend this school? 
 
Broadwater School has continued to improve since the previous inspection. Pupils 
are proud to be members of their community. They are confident, enjoy school, and 
always want to improve. Pupils behave well and feel safe. They are polite to 
everyone. Staff do not accept bullying. If it happens, they do everything they can to 
stop it. Staff make sure everyone is allowed to express their views and these are 
respected. At break and lunchtime, pupils get on well with one another and there 
are always people to talk to. There is a positive atmosphere in the dining hall and 
outside in social areas. 
 
There are high expectations for all children. In lessons, pupils follow instructions 
straight away. They understand routines and respond well to their work. Pupils are 
proud of their achievements and are getting better examination results.   
 
The school is an exciting place to be. Throughout the day there are opportunities for 
pupils to support each other and there are a wide range of activities for pupils to 
take part in, such as sports and leadership clubs, school production group, coding 
club and various extra study groups. Pupils make the most of these activities and 
attend them regularly. 
 

What does the school do well and what does it need to do 
better? 
 
The headteacher has made some real improvements to the school. She is making 
sure that the quality of teaching is improving so that pupils’ learning is constantly 
made better. Leaders and staff want all pupils to achieve well. Leaders have planned 
what pupils will learn in each subject in detail. Staff training has helped to improve 
teaching and the curriculum. Senior leaders and governors use most policies well. 
They must continue to involve the wider staff in developing them further. 
 
In most subjects, teachers have thought hard about what pupils need to know. They 
sequence lessons carefully and use thoughtful ways to recap and review knowledge. 
This is helping pupils to know and remember more. Most pupils talked confidently 
about important ideas or concepts from their lessons. For example, pupils described 
how to use movement to create space in netball and football. Pupils in English 
gather ideas and use questions to make judgements to plan essays. However, in 
some subjects afforded less lesson time, pupils are not able to build knowledge in 
the same way. 
 
Effective teaching and a well-planned curriculum mean pupils are learning more in 
most subjects. Disadvantaged pupils and pupils with special educational needs 
and/or disabilities also do well. They make at least as much progress as other pupils. 
This is because all staff really care and give them the right extra help. Everyone is, 
and feels, a part of the school community. This makes a considerable difference.  
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The school has a resourced unit for pupils with additional speech and language 
needs. It offers very high-quality support and meets pupil needs by using 
mainstream lessons where appropriate. Pupils from the unit are seamlessly included 
in the school community. They focus on what they can achieve and have high 
expectations for their future. All of the pupils have the opportunity to take part in 
extra-curricular activities, including residential trips. 
 
Pupils behave well in the majority of lessons. They concentrate and work well 
together, supporting each other. If pupils misbehave, most teachers follow 
procedures consistently. The staff help pupils to get better at managing their 
behaviour. Most pupils respond well because they feel teachers treat them fairly. The 
number of times that some pupils get excluded is still high. Leaders are working 
hard to support these pupils, though their actions have yet to work fully. The staff 
feel leaders give them good advice and support with challenging pupils.  
 
Pupils’ personal development is exceptional. Topics covered help pupils to keep 
themselves safe. The school’s commitment to everyone being creative, caring, 
collaborative and critical has transformed how pupils view themselves and their 
learning. Prefects are trained to help other pupils overcome anxiety or stress by 
offering drop-in sessions at lunchtime. The school has active groups who raise 
awareness about a range of issues, including lesbian, gay, bisexual, transexual and 
questioning. Pupils are very accepting of differences and so are confident to express 
their views. Pupil leadership is extremely strong, whether that is on the sports field 
or in the classroom. Pupils are prepared extremely well for their next steps in 
education and are given clear impartial advice to support their career choices. 
 

Safeguarding 
 
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective. 
 
Leaders make sure all members of staff are vigilant and know what to do if they 
have a concern. Pupils say they are confident to talk to staff if they are worried or 
unhappy. Leaders offer very strong support to parents and carers and refer cases to 
social care or the police when necessary. Records show that staff work tirelessly on 
all concerns until they resolve them. Leaders have appointed key staff to ensure that 
vulnerable pupils get excellent help and support. The curriculum includes lessons 
about safety, so pupils know about risks, such as when online. 
 

What does the school need to do to improve? 

(Information for the school and appropriate authority) 

 
◼ Behaviour in school has improved considerably. Most pupils who have experienced 

sanctions say they have learned and are now more able to moderate their 
behaviour. However, some pupils, including some who have transferred to the 
school during the year, do repeatedly cause disruption. Leaders recognise this and 
should continue to monitor this carefully, intervening earlier if necessary, by using 
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similar, already successful, systems and support from other areas of school such 
as in safeguarding.  

◼ Senior leaders use most of their policies effectively to bring about progress. This 
practice now needs to be shared to involve middle leaders and the wider staff so 
that there is more consistency in how they applied. 

 

How can I feed back my views? 
 
You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school, 
or to find out what other parents and carers think. We use Ofsted Parent View 
information when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as 
part of their inspection. 
 
The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a 
school. 
 
If you’re not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted. 
 

Further information 
 
You can search for published performance information about the school. 
 
In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ refers to those pupils who attract government 
pupil premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six 
years and pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route. 
   

http://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/complain-about-school
http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
http://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/pupil-premium-information-for-schools-and-alternative-provision-settings


 
 

 
 

  Inspection report: Broadwater School 

15–16 October 2019 5 
 

 

 
School details 
 

Unique reference number 125249 

Local authority Surrey 

Inspection number 10124708 

Type of school Secondary comprehensive 

School category Maintained 

Age range of pupils 11 to 16 

Gender of pupils Mixed 

Number of pupils on the school roll 534 

Appropriate authority The governing body 

Chair of governing body Debi Lawson 

Headteacher Lizzi Matthews 

Website http://www.broadwater.surrey.sch.uk 

Date of previous inspection 15–16 December 2015 

 

Information about this school 
 
◼ The school has a speech and language support unit. 

◼ The school currently uses one alternative provider, The Star Project. 
 

Information about this inspection 
 
We carried out this inspection under section 5 of the Education Act 2005. 
 
◼ Inspectors met with the headteacher, deputy headteacher and other senior 

leaders, including the special educational needs coordinator.  

◼ An inspector held a telephone call with a representative of the local authority.  

◼ Inspectors focused on the quality of the curriculum in English, science, 
mathematics, design and technology and physical education. Inspectors met with 
the curriculum leader of each subject, visited lessons, talked to pupils, scrutinised 
a sample of books and held discussions with subject teachers.  

◼ Inspectors held meetings with curriculum leaders and met members of the 
pastoral team. They looked at a range of other information about behaviour, 
attendance, extra-curricular activities and wider enrichment events.  

http://www.broadwater.surrey.sch.uk/
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◼ Inspectors walked around the school at different times of the day to check on 
punctuality, behaviour and conduct. During these times, they talked informally 
with pupils. Inspectors also spoke to members of staff who hold different roles in 
the school. 

◼ Inspectors scrutinised the checks that the school makes on adults who work in 
the school. Inspectors talked to senior leaders responsible for safeguarding and 
looked at records of the actions they have taken to protect pupils at risk. 
Inspectors spoke to pupils to understand how safe they felt and to what extent 
they know how to keep themselves safe. Inspectors also checked whether 
members of staff understand and abide by the school’s safeguarding policy. 

 

Inspection team 

 

Gary Tostevin, lead inspector Ofsted Inspector 

Colin Lankester Ofsted Inspector 

Suzanne Richards Ofsted Inspector 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted) 

regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 

inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 

training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 

and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and 

child protection. 
 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

 

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 

visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 

psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 

 
This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/. 

 
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 

information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn. 

 
Piccadilly Gate 

Store Street 
Manchester 

M1 2WD 
 

T: 0300 123 1231 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/ofsted 
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